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0401. Precedence.

The Chief of Naval Operations, while so serving,
has the grade of admiral. In the performance of
duties within the Department of the Navy, the
Chief of Naval Operations takes precedence
above all other officers of the naval service,
except an officer of the naval service who is
serving as Chairman or Vice Chairman of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff.

0402. Succession.

When there is a vacancy in the position of Chief
of Naval Operations, or during the absence or
disability of the Chief of Naval Operations:

a. The Vice Chief of Naval Operations shal)
perform the duties of the Chief of Naval
Operations until a successor is appointed or the
absence or disability ceases.

b. I[fthere is a vacancy in the position of Vice
Chief of Naval Operations or the Vice Chief of
Naval Operations is absent or disabled, unless
the President directs otherwise, the most senior
officer of the Navy in the Office of the Chief of
Naval Operations who is not absent or disabled
and who is not restricted in the performance of
duty shall perform the duties of the Chief of
Naval Operations until a successor to the Chief
of Naval Operations or the Vice Chief of Naval
Operations is appointed or until the absence or
disability of the Chief of Naval Operations or
Vice Chief of Naval Operations ceases, which-
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6403. Statutory Authority and Respon-
sibility of the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations.

1. Except as otherwise prescribed by law, and
subject to the statutery authority of the
Secretary of the Navy to assign functions,
powers and duties, the Chief of Naval
Operations performs duties under the authority,
direction and control of the Secretary of the
Navy and is directly responsible to the
Secretary.

2. Subject to the authority, direction and control
of the Secretary of the Navy, the Chief of Navsl
Operations shall:

a. preside over the Office of the Chief of
Naval Opersations;

b. transmit the plans and recommendations
of the Office of the Chief of Naval QOperations to
the Secretary and advise the Secretary with
regard to such plans and recommendations;

c. after approval of the plans or recom-
mendations of the Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations by the Secretary, act as the agent of
the Secretary in carrying them into effect;

d. . exercise supervision, consistent with the
statutory authority assigned to commanders of
unifted or specified combatant commands, over
such of the members and organizations of the
Navy and the Marine Corps as the Secretary
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e. perform the duties prescribed for a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces Policy Council and
other statutory duties; and

f. perform such other mthtnrv duties not

otherwise assigned by law, as are assigned to the
Chief of Naval Operations by the President, the
Secretary of Defense or the Secretary of the
Navy.

3. The Chief of Naval QOperatigns shatl alse
perform Lhe statutory duties prescribed for a
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

a. Ta the extent that such action does not
impair the independence of the Chief of Naval
Operations in the performance of duties as a
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Chief of
Naval Operations shall inform the Seeretary of
the Navy regarding military advice rendered by
members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on matters
affecting the Department of the Navy.

b. Subject to the authority, direction and
control of the Secretary of Defense, the Chief of
Naval Operations shall keep the Secretary of the
Navy fully informed of significant military
operations affecting the duties and

responsibilities of the Secretary of the Navy.

0404. Statutory Authority and Respon-
sibility of the Office of the Chief of
Naval Operations.
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shall furnish professional assistance to the
Secretary, the Under Secretary and the
Assistant Secretaries of the Navy, and to the

Chief of Naval Operations. Under the authority, .

direction and control of the Secretary of the
Navy, the Office of the Chiel of Naval
Operations shall:

a. subject ta Article Q311.1, prepare for such
employment of the Navy, and for such
recruiting, organizing, supplying, equipping
(including those aspects of research and
development assigned by-the Secretary of the
Navy), training, servicing, mobilizing,
demobilizing, administering, and maintaining of
the Navy, as will assist in the execution of any
power, duty or function of the Secretary or the
Chief of Naval Operations;

b. investigate and report upon the efficiency
of the Navy and its preparation to support
military operations by combatant commands;

c. prepare detailed instructions for the
execution of approved plans and supervise the
execution of those plans and instructions;
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d. asdirected by the Secret
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Naval Operations, coordmate the
organizations of the Navy; and

e. perform such other duties, not otherwise
assigned by law, as may be prescribed by the
Secretary,

2. Except as otherwise specifically preseribed by
law, the Office of the Chief of Naval Qperations
shall be organized in such manner, and its
members shall perform such duties and have
such titles as the Secretary may preseribe.

0405. Delegated Authority and Respon-
sibility.

1. The Chiel of Naval Operations is the

principal naval advisor and naval executive to

the Secretary of the Navy on the conduct of the

naval activities of the Department of the Navy.

2.a. Internal to the administration of the
Department of the Navy, the Chief of Naval
Operations, consistent with the statutory
authority assigned to commanders of unified or
specified combatant commands, under the
direction of the Secretary of the Navy, shall
command:

(1) the operating forces of the Navy; and

{2) such shore activities as may be
assigned by the Secretary,

b. The Chiefl of Naval Operations shall be
responsible to the Secretary of the Navy for the
utilization of resources by, and the operating
efficiency of, the Cffice of the Chief of Naval
Operations, the Operating Forces of the Navy
end assigned shore activities.

3. In addition, the Chief of Naval Operations
has the following specific responsibilities:

a. to organize, train, equip, prepare and
maintain the readiness of Navy forces, including
those for assignment to unified or specified
commands, for the performance of military
missions as directed by the President, the

Secretary of Defense or the Chairman of the
Jnint Mhiafe of Qt AT
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b. to determine current and future
requirements of the Navy (less Fleet Marine
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Forces and other assigned Marine Corps {orces)
for manpower, material, weapons, facilities and
services, including the determination of
quantities, military performance requirements
and times, places and priorities of need,

c. to exercise leadership in maintaining a
high degree of competence among Navy officer,
enlisted and civilian personnel in necessary
fields of specialization, through education,
training and equal opportunities for personal
advancement, and maintaining the morale and
motivation of Navy personnel and the prestige of
a Navy career;

d. to plan and provide health care for
personnel of the naval service, their dependents
and eligihle heneficiaries;

e. todirect the organization, administration,
training and support of the Naval Reserve;

f. to inspect and investigate components of
the Department of the Navy to determine and
maintain efficiency, discipline, readiness,
effectiveness and economy, except in those areas
where such responsibility rests with the
Commandant of the Marine Corps;

g. to determine the requirements of naval
forces and activities, to include reguirements for
research, development, test, and evaluation; to
plan and previde for the conduct of test and
evaluation which are adequate and responsive to
long-range objectives, immediate requirements,
and fiscal limitations; and to provide assistance
to the Assistant Secretary of the Navy
(Research, Development and Acquisition) in the
veview and appraisal of the overall Navy
program to ensure fulfiliment of stated
requirements;

h. to formulate Navy strategic plans and
policies and participate in the formulation of
joint and combined strategic plans and policies
and related command relationships; and

i, subject to guidance {rom the Assistant
Secretary of the Navy (Financial Management),
to formulate budget proposals for the Office of
the Chiel of Naval Operations, the Operating
Forces of the Navy and assigned shore activities,
and other activities and programs as assigned.

4. The Chief of Naval Operadons, under the
direction of the Secretary of the Navy, shall
exercise overall authority throughout the
Department of the Navy in mattars related to:

a. the effectiveness of the support of the
Operating Forces of the Navy and assigned
shore activities;

b. the coordination and direction of assigned
Navy-wide programs and funciions, including
those assigned by higher authority;

c. matters essential to naval military
administration, such as:

(1) security;

{2} inielligence:

(3) discipline;

{4) communications; and

{5) matters related to the customs and
traditions of the naval service;

d. except for those areas wherein such
responsibility rests with the Commandant of the
the Department of the Navy in matters
concerning effectiveness, efficiency and
economy.

0406. Naval Vessel Register, Classification
of Naval Craft, and Status of Ships
and Service Craft.

1. The Chief of Naval Operations shall be
responsible for the Naval Vessel Register
{except the Secretary of the Navy shall strike
vessels from the Register) and the assignment of
classification for administrative purposes to
water-borne craft and the designation of status
for each ship and service craft. The
classification of water-borne craft and the status
of ships and service craft are found in the
glossary.

2. Commissioned vessels and eraft shall be
called "United States Ship” or "_5.5."

3. Civilian manned ships, of the Military Sealift
Command or other commands, designated
"active status, in service” shall be called "United
States Naval Ship”or "U.S.N.5.”



THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

4. Ships and service craft designated "active
status, in service,” except those described by
paragraph 3 of this article, shall be referred to
by name, when assigned, classification, and hull
number (e.g., "THIGHPOINT PCH-1" or "YOGN-
87).

5. The Chief of Naval QOperations shall
designate hospital ships and medical aircraft as
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he or she deems necessary. Such designation
shall be in compliance with the Geneva
Convention for the Amelioration of the
Conditions of Wounded, Sick and Ship-wrecked
Members of the Armed Forces at Sea of 12
August 1949, The Chief of Naval Operations
shall ensure compliance with the notice
provisiens of that Convention,



